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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

INVASION OF FRANCE, This is the 
season of exultation and of extravagant ex- 
pectations. Our news-papers now begin 
to talk very undisguisedly upon the subject 
of invading and punishing France. The 
idea of 1793 seems to have been revived, 
and we are now to believe, that the oppor- 
tunity has returned for ** clipping the wings 
“ of France for ever.” Whatever may 
be the lot of Buonaparte, this project will 
assuredly fail. France is too populous ;, tao 
rich in “soil, climate, and natural: produc- 
tions; too full of men of talent; too abun- 
dant in military skill and courage: in short, 
too great a nation ever to be reduced, for 
any Jength of time, to an underling, state. 
——The envy of these islands, small and 
poor naturally, compared to the territory of 
France, has always heen worked upon by 
an artful Govérnment, to keep alive a ha- 








tred of France in this country, though the. 


interests of the two countries really appear 
to be as mutual as those of any two indivi- 
dual members of the same community. 
Why, in the name of common sense, should 
the people of England not be permitted to 
drink the fine and wholesome wines of 





| France? Why should they be compelled 


to go to Portugal for wine, when they can, 
have it so much better and cheaper across 
the Channel 9 I is this hatred of France, 
bottomed on envy, that produced the consent 
of the people to the present war, which has 
already entailed on. them and their posterity 
a debt, to pay the inlerest of which, they 
must pay heavier taxes for ever (unless a 
national Bankruptcy take place), than the 
Whole of the taxes which they had to. pay 
before that war began. —— The bare interest 
upon the debt, which has been occasioned 
by this’ French war, will, next. year, 





amount to about Forly Millions, at three.) 


per cent.} or, about Thirly-two Millions, 
at five per bat Thetlore, in. conse- 
quence of this war against. the, people, of 
France, begun in’ 1793, the good people of 
this country will have to pay for ever. (un- 
less ‘a ‘general bankruptcy arrive), taxes to. 
the annua! aivount'of $2 millions of pounds ; 
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that is to say, more than double the amount 


of all the taxes raised in the country previ- 
ous to the beginning of the: war! Ay, 
and more than four times the amount ofall 


the taxes raised in the country aé the lime ' 





the present King came to the throne! 
This is paying pretty decently for the grati- 
fication of our hatred sagainst France. 
It is no. matter how the contest. may end; 
whether the inhabitants, the gallant people 
of that fine country be finally replunged 
into the abyss of /ailles and corvées; or whee 
ther they be freed from all the base slavery 
imposed on them by any means. whatever 5 
it matters not to us, which way the fate of 
‘Francemay go; of this we are cértain, that 
thewar, begun against the French people 
in 1793, and) continued on, since, against 
all the different governments which have 
existed in France, has cost us a sum which 
will (without a national bankruptcy) entail 
upon the nation fer ever. the arnual pay- 
ment of 32 mit of pounds, iu taxes; 
which sum és more than equal to the annual 





amount of all the wheal grown in the coun 


try’! It will requive, at the present prices, 
more than fen millions of quarlers of wheat 
to pay the intcrest of that part of the debt, 
which this war, against the people of France 
has caused to be contracted; and, under.an 
average calculation, it will require as much 
wheat as grows in the country. So that 
this war, end how it will, williprovea pro- 
fitable job; we shall have paidipretty hand- 
somely for our gencrous atteutpt.te ** clip 
** the wings of France for ever.’' ; We have 
done her, great injury ; .wehave beem the 
principal cause of marripvg all,the plans of 
those who, really appear toihave, laboured 
most ardently io make (her free,and happy. 
We have done her, most,térrible. mischief, 
But, alter all, though. itis shocking to res 
lect on. what: she jas sufferetl, we-have not 
injured France so much as we have injured 
ourselves. 


Tailles,, and Cory Ges,.and, Gabelles, aud Si- 

lence dé, Grevouilles, &ca ke. 2These real, 

substgntial curses, she, has got rid.ofy and 

she: bas alse vot ridyot hen national debs, 

—-—Let who will get upon the throne in 
Zz 


She, has, at any! rate, got rid of 
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France, these curses are done away for 
ever. But, what have we gained by this wing- 
clipping ,war?_ , What, have . we gained ? 
Can any tan point out-the particular, in 
which our lot has been mended ?——- We 
have got by this war: A land-tax made 
perpetual, by the means of which a: part of 
every man’s estate is in reality «a/ienaled, 
and may be actually sold by the Govern- 
went to the highest bidder. We have 
gained a property-tax ; that is to say, a de- 
duction, by the.Government, from every 
man’s income to the amount of a tenth part 
of. that income.——We have gained: di- 
vers other things of the same kind, making, 
together with the new laws on treason; se- 
dition, and libel, as decent a little bunch 
of acquisitions as any one need wish to be- 
hold. Besides all these, however; be- 
sides the current charge, we have gained 








the Debt before mentioned, which is not to - 
be got rid of by any philippie, or any num- | 


ber of philippics, against the French nation. 
——Thlie envy of the people of this country 
towards France has, it seems to me, always 
been turned to.account by the Government, 
who has wished to see the people here hate 
these on the other side of the Channel. 
But, we must not blame the Government 
exclusively. Envy is.a very base passion, 
and is never to be justified. . It seems, that 
to see a neighbouring nation enjoying a finer: 
soil and climate, and a happy disposition, 
has, at all times, been too much for us to 
endure with patience.-— While the French 
people appeared contented under their for- 
mey sovereigns, we reproached them with 
being slaves. We reproached them for 
their attachment to their kings. We laugh- 
ed-to scorn their notions of duty to their 
** Grand. Monarque.” But, the moment 
they attempted to change their Government 
and to get rid of that race of kings, for 


their attachment to whom we had so long | 


reviled them, that moment we began to call 
them rebels and regicides ! Our conduct 
towards the French people, at the outset of 
this war, ought never to be forgotten, and, 
at this time, when we are talking of 2 new 
attempt upon the French territory, it seems 
peculiarly proper to call to mind! what that 
conduct was. No nation has'a right to 
interfere with the internal concerns of an- 
other. The people of France had'as good a” 
right to put down ‘their Royal Family in 
1792, as the English had to change theirs 
a hundred years before, and as the Swedes 
had te. change their dynasty oily a few 
moaths ago. —— We drove away the French 
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put their King to death. What had we to 
do with that act? What right had we to 
resent that-act? ° We were none of the par- 
fies Concerned. It was insolent in us to at- 
tempt to express, in an official way, our 
disapprobation of that act. But, if the 
French nation were Jed’ into excesses: jt 
they did hurl down a throne anda. hier- 
archy with too little ceremony, who was 
more to blame than ourselves? For many, 
many years, and particularly from the time 
that England became connected with the 
Dutch and Hanoverian Families, it had 
been the constant fashion in England to 








| speak of the French as of slaves. Let any 
oue read the Freeholder and other writings 
of Addison, and he will see a ‘pretty good 
specimen of efforts that were constantly 
made to ridicule and blacken the French 
Government, (Thousands of publications 
of this sort appeared. “The object of them 
all was to hold the French people up to ri- 
dicule and contempt on account of their sub- 
mitting to so tyrannical a government and 
so debauched and intolerant a hierarchy, 
Hegarth’s popular picture of the 
** Gales of Calais” represents a French 
soldier half-starved, shirtless, and_ pale, 
with eyes ready to start out of his head at 
seeing a surloin of English beef arrive, 
while an enormously fal monk came to hail 
its arrival and to pat it with his finger.-—— 
In another picture, entitled, ** Znglard and 
** France,” all is good clothing, fat cheeks, 
and beauty, on our side ; while on the side 
of France, are a group of bandy- legged, 
ragged, bare-boned, miserable creatures, 
lapping watery “soup and roasting frogs, 
while, in the back ground, a woman is 3! 
plough witha Cow and ‘an ass, and while in 
the fore-ground, a priest is, with great ap- 
parent satisfaction, feeling the sharp edge 
of an are, lying upon a wheel of torture. 
Such was the light in which the press 
Vand the pencil of England were employed 
‘to exhibit the people of France. It was 
-notdone in this, or in that, particular in- 
| stance; it was constantly done. It was the 
' general practice; and the people of Eng- 
‘land believed firmly, that the French peo- 
"ple were must wretched creatures, and tha: 
their general diet was broth made of cab- 
| baye-leaves, and such stuff, together with 
frogs roasted, atid now and then a bit 0 
salhad. But, above'all things, they be- 
‘lieved them’ to be oppressed by their Go- 
-yernment atid by the priésts. They thought 
| that they were compelled to wear woodeo 
‘ shoes ; and that this article of dress (a very 





} 








Ambassador because the French nation had | useful one by the by) was an odious badge 
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of slavery’. To all this was added a be- 
lief, that the Mounseers weve shocking cow-| 
ards. Uf \a poor, feeble, frivoleus. poltron 
was to be exhibited on our bragging theatre, 
a Frenchman was chosen for the character. 
rhe maxim, that one Englishman could beat 
three Frenchmen, no more admitted of dis- 
pute, than that three. were more in number 
than ones——~This maxim was so firmly 
rooted in the minds of the people of this 
country, that it could not, be removed, till 
the affair of the Duke of York at the Helder. 
That affair seems to have cut. up thé maxim, 
and we have never since heard of the boast 
of one do- three. Now, leaving all. the 
State trick out of the question ;) supposing 
the people of England to have been inclined 
to believe the éruth about Frances. still they 
must have been, knowingly, the! most enyi- 
ous, foul, and .base calumniators, of the 
French. people and Government, or, they 
must have: believed all that they. said of 
them. | If the formen, their character needs 
no more \said, of it.. Lf the Jatter,. if they 
did sincerely believe the, people of France 
to be the! most cruelly oppressed, , most mi- 
serable creatures upon the face of the earth, 
and that ‘their kings and. priests. were. such 
abominable tyrants) as the English writers 
described them to be; if the people of Eng- 
land did sincerely believe this, ought they. 
neti to have heen transported: with, joy at 








come free? Ought they not to have peti- 
tioned jthe Government. te. render \to.that 
long-appressed . people all. ithe. aid in its 
power?, . Ought they, not to, have done 
themselves, al] in their own power to assist 
a nation-struggting fori freedom 2——-—W hat 
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tortions ‘and wliese 'roguish tricks we used 
to expose with ‘so dittle .mercy ; all these, 
and-especially the priests, we recéived with 
open arms, gave'thema share of our money, 
victuals, ‘and: clothes ! This showed 
what our -real: ‘feelings were towards the 
liberties of the people of France, This 
showed. on which» side we were. > This 
showed how: sincere we had:‘been’ all the 
while we were abusing those who tyrannized 
over the people of France. It was fully 
in.the power of England to prevent all the 
nfischief that was done in: France, and all 
the long: and bloddy. wars that have since 
followed..——Hf she hadisaid: I will suffer 
no, coalition -against--France,’. so long .as 
France keep within her own territory, there 








human -probability, ‘the King of France 
would have now been alive. It was @ 





that ought to have .made a deeper impres- 
sion than it did.; to see us, a nation who had. 
for ages been expressing’ our contempt of 
the French people; because they submitted 
to the: Bourbons. and \the priests ;. to see us, 
_all.at ence-tack round, embrace these exiled 
. Bourbons and priestsy and abuse the:French 
people as rebels and sacrilegious weetches ! 
——+ [shall be told, that: Lam unjust to:the 
people of England ;: for:that, éhey did: feek 
an interest in. the.success.of the French na~ 
tion, .and that some of ‘them {atthe hazard 
of their lives) expressed whatthey felt. —— 
This ‘is very true; and, I wish it. were in 
‘my. power to make tle exceptions by name. 
But, of these exceptiens the world can know 
nothing.; ‘The miass::of the nation» was 


did they do? Most earnestly, besought their |, war originated ‘in that cause, it is.no more 


Government, to go to war with this same 
people 3 and affected. (tender.souls ‘). 10? be 
filled with horror, because the French peo-. 
ple had put: to death one of those kings and 
sane of thase priests, ta.exterminate whom. 
the!peeple of England had: been, for many 
yeats, exciting them,——It was curious to 
seg: how we,tacked about all. of .a sudden. 
We discovered, that the Bourbons were.a:, 
most mild: and. humane race of kings; that 
the ,slayery of the eo 20a of France was 
merely/imaginary.;-that the priests were.a 
mighty, good. sort of people. indeed,. and 
wonderfully. pious aad chaste, which were. 
main points with a thinking — like as." 
The. people of France..must, if they could 
have seen it, -have been wonderfully struck 
with\aur r its... The 


ion of the £migrant 
| feudak rights weiused so 
loudly to condemn; the priests, whose ex- 


than strictly just, that .the 32 millions :of 


pay the interest of the moriey, borrowed to 
carry on this war,)should. dalki upon the 


It.is:a pretty:siiart price to pay for, 
the luxury of clipping the wings ofa rival ; 
or, rather, of making the allempl. Phat 
‘ the..war- originated in enmyt, -for my part, 
have no doubt. :. To see: Frenchmen become . 








in upon, was a little too much; and, then, 
| there.did not want persons, cunding enough 


‘give rise to very. 





would have; been no coalition; and, in all» 


curious sight to: behold; it was something’ 


against the .people.of France; and, as .the., 
taxes, which will be annually required. to. 


people of this country. and their descenclants. «. 


free. ;.t0. see oug exclusive :boasting brokem , 


| to perceive,:that the. sort of liberty which ¥ 
) people: were! about to have in France, might : 
able comparisons, . 


» An intercourse Por gra ree taken 

_place: between the two countries. People 

oleiaiglboak from. France would have! re- 
lated what they had seen.———Weell : it is 
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passed. We indulged our propensity ; and 


and we ought not to grumble at paying the: 
This war against the: 


32 millions a year. 
people of France, if it end next year, will 
only cost us. and our posterity (if they like 
te remain here to pay it) just about as much 
as all thé bread we eat casts us! No, 
no; people are not to play such games at 
wing-clipping for nothing. Wing-clipping 
is a great luxury; and those who will have 
luxuries must pay for them. I have 
been the more full upon this subject, be- 
cause I think I see a wing ‘clipping project 
now on foot again. If this be attempted, I 
should not be surprised, if the 32 millions 
were swelled to 64 milliens before the con- 
clusion of the war. These who have 
fixed incomes may, in this case, as well sell 
out the principal, and have one metry year 
of it, and then go off the stage:in. the most 
decent way that presents itself. The 
very idea of such an island as this clipping 
the wings of acountry like France; the 
very idea merits humiliation. One would 
wonder what. cam have made.us talk in the 
manner that weido about France, excelling 
us, and so far excelling us,: as that country 
does in every thing; usually esteemed a- 
mongst men. And,: we have the impu- 
dence to talk of the French nation as some- 
thing to be employed,’ or disposed of, for 














our. benefit and behoof!—+——Nathing can: 


teach us moderation. What with our lying: 
histories ; our speeches; our : barefaced 
speeches ; our vauntiag and: stupid songs 
and plays, which areso disgustingly ful- 
some, that one wonders how any man can 
be found to pronounce them without having 
his face hidden. by a mask: what with all 
these, we seem to: lose, in time, the very 
idea of modesty; and, when success has 
lasted with us for a! few successive weeks, 
we become intolerable even to one another, 
However, it must be confessed, that 
we pay for it pretty decently. Thirty-two 
millions a year for ever;—the amount of 
what would buy us all bread for ever ;— 
this is a good smart price for our luxurious 
enjoyments.——-Suppese 2 circle of people, 
just having finished reading the news-paper, 
which tells them, that, at last, they have a 
prospect of *‘ clipping the wings of France ;’’ 
suppose such a cirele:to -be told, that this 
clipping. work is already. costing them, | and 
will continue to cost:them as ‘long as they 
live, as much: money as the’ article of bread 
costs them in their several families, would. 
not their joy be a little mitigated ?——Yer, 
this is.per arues dv may: well be ques. ; 
tioned; w any object to! be obtained 
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by war can be equivalent to such a sacrifice: 
but, I am quite sure, that nothing which 
we shall ever obtain by this war will be 
equivalent to. a hundredth part of it,—— 
There seems to be a strange hesitating as to 
what is to be done about the Bourbons, 


Why not proclaim, at once, the inten- 
tion of restoring them? There is no hesi- 
tation about the House of Orange. The 
Dutch; the happy Dutch, are- favoured 
with their old masters without a moment’s 
delay. Why not act upon the same 
principle as to France? Why not favour 
the French people in the same way? = It is 
very curious that no notice is taken of the 
Bourbons. Is it feared, that the propo- 
sition would rouse the people of France tw 
rally round Napoleon? Is it feared, that, 
rather than receive the Bourbons, the 
French would return to a Republic? — This 
is, 1 am persuaded, the most frightful ob- 
ject that the enemies of Napoleon can dis- 
cover. Much as they hate him, because 
they so much fear him, they would still 
prefer his reigning to another reign of a 
Convention. © They hate him in a very 
deadly degree; but they hate the Jacobins 
ten ‘thousand: times ‘more. He, at any 
rate, is a:despot; he sets no examples, and 
permits no examples, of Jicentiousness of 
any kind; -he has re-established the Bishops, 
priests, and.all the mummery of masses ; he 
| permits no‘liberty:of the press, though he 
does not, indeed, undermine it by base and 
hypocritical pretences of law; he forbids 
the use of the press as to politics and reli- 
gion, and there is an end of that; he takes 
care, thatthe children shall be educated in 
a way best calculated: to. make them subser- 
vient to his will. In short, there ts not 
a more regular Government in all Europe. 
——~Therefore, to run any risk of changing 
this Government for another Republic will 
never do, The thing which our news- 
paper men seem to desire, is, to cripple 
} Buonaparte ; to make him give up his fleets 
and part of the territory of France ; to make 
him consent to betray France into our hands, 
sothatshe may be rendered, for ages, a poor 
insignificant nation, while we go on bullying 
it over the whole world. This is what our 
wise news-paper men seem to desire; and, 
‘upon this condition, they would leave Napo 
leon and his Austrian wife to grind the very 
souls out of the. people of France.—~-Zavy i 
that old, rooted, base feeling would make 
them delighted tc see the French nation 
doomed to everlasting slavery.———This, 
however, is what they: will not see. » They 
will see Napoleon: still a great sovereiga i 
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they will see the Bourbons great in his. 


stead; or, they will see the heart-cheering 
times of the Republic return ; they will see 
the hopes of the oppressed of all nations re- 
vive. They will not see that which they 
desire: they will not see, let, what will 
take place in the way of war, the wings of 
France clipped; and, therefore, all the 
debt, which is about to be added to what 
the nation is already compelled to pay in- 
terest for, will be so much added to no 
purpose, if clipping the wings of France 
be the object. The Bourbons, of whom 
nobody takes any notice, need not care for 
any of the allied powers ; for those powers 
will never be able, even if willing, to 
restore them. If restored, they must be 
restored by the people of France; and they 
will not, unless they are very, foolish as 
well as very base, make any bargain with 
loreign powers as to the extent of their do- 
minions. The great object, , therefore, 
of these news-paper men, the crippling of 
france, will not. be obtained even by the 
restoration of the Bourbons. lt is a strange 
state of puzzle! . Very willingly kill Bue- 
baparté ; but, who knows what that might 
produce? Who knows, that the Bourbons 
might not be more formidable ;; or, that 
the Convention (the terrible Convention !) 
might not. return? In, short, unless 
these news-paper men could cut the throats 
of the people of France, they do nothing. 
The ground of their fear still exists ; se 
they may be assured, that, if peace were 
made to-morrow with the Bourbons, France 
would gain upon us every hour, being free 
from all those enormous debts, which are 
pulling us down to the earth, and which 
cannot be done away without universal con- 
fusion, unless, such measures were adapted 
as never will be adopted here. —— France, 
rich in soil, climate, products, and in the 
industry and genius of her people, and in 
her geographical situation, was always, 
under her old corrupt government, an ab- 
ject of envy and of dread to these islands, 
to whose monopolizing enterprises she was 
a constant check,,. What, must she be 
now, then, freed as she is from all her 
debts, while, we have. swelled our debts 
from_ two, to, nine. hundred. millions,,. and 
have actually, imposed ,upon ourselves, a 
sum, to pay.in the shape of interest of debe 














for ever, more than, double the amount, of 
the whole of the taxes collected in. the! 


country,..prevyious to the war?——-Under 


these circumstances, what must be.the:dif- 


fercuce, between. the, two, counties ?_—If 
we, in- 1793, had Jet the French alone ; if 


we had gone quietly on in the enjoyment of 
the monstrous advantages which we ther 
derived from the commercial treaty with 
France, we should, at this day, have not 
known what Assessed Taxes; what Income 
Tax, what Property Tax, meant. We 
should have had scarcely any taxes to pay ; 
the Bank would not have stopped payment 
in gold; and the country would not have 
been inundated with paper-money as it 
now is. We should have had no war with 
America, and America would have had no 
Sleet. But, we wished éo clip the wings of 
France ;—we saw.her (our best customer} 
plunged into domestic troubles; we thought 
the opportunity was fair ;. we dreaded, too, 
the example she was about to ‘set; we 
seized bold of the occasion, while she was 
assailed by a continental coalition: we 
seized the opportunity; we took time by 
the forelock; and we.......'added 30 
millions a year to the taxes necessary to 
pay the interest of our debt ;» but, . without 
succeeding, in the smailest degree, in clip- 
ping. the wings of France. To hear the 
bragging and shouting at this moment, one 
would imagine, that we had gained. some 
great thing by this war; that, atdast, after 
a long struggle, we bad gained our point. 
What point? What is it that we 
have. gained, since 1793, when the war 
began ?—~-I should be glad, if some one 
would attempt to show me.what we have 
gained. France is more powerful: than 
she was then, and has got rid of her 
debt ; and we have spent humdreds of mil- 
lions in defending ourselves against her. 
We have, indeed, escaped invasion and 
subjugation; and that is all;. though we 
have been able to do that only :at enormous 
expense. We have been able.to do it only’ 
by incurring a debt, which must make our 
taxes, in time of peace, so heavy as scarcely 
to be borne. Is this any thing to boast 
of? Is this what was promised us, when 
there was such cheering to wat, in 1793? 
I state it as a fact that no. one will 
venture to deny, that this war has cost us, 
does cost us, and will cost us; a sum equal 
in amount, annually, tothe amount of alP 
the bread that we eat.+-—-L say, that: the 
interest. of she debt, created by the war, 
will, next year, be 32, millions ; I say, that 
we, ouu descendatts, for ever (unless ia 
case of.a national bankeuptcy) . will have to. 
pay, annually, these 32 millions of pounds ; 
I say, thaty supposing the: population: to. 
amount to 12 milhionsy here are 50s. a head 


for every Man, pee ree Childs. Lisayy: 
that if we allow" each (babies and all) to 
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éat'a quartern loaf a week, the 32 millions 


would, pay for ‘all the read: eaten !in' the 
country, in the course of the yean---~This 
is what) we have gained, by the war! » This 
is what we have to boast of}, This is what 
we have so often fired guns aod made illu- 
miuations to, celebrate!+——-There is no 
getting rid. of this... Whoever . lives in 


England must payyhis share ofthis debt.’ | 


His income; his talents, his cares, his: la+ 
bour, must be,taxed to pay the interest -of 
this, debt ;. and this: fact should be kept 
constantly, present to the mind of. ever? 
man, and. especially of every one who. is 
still. for ‘* clipping the. wings of-France.”' 
This debt has been contracted for the 
purpose of hiring other. nations to fight 
against France.. This very campaign has 
been carried on with.our money. | The 
Swedes had to be paid by us before they 
could stir. This is what we have been. at 
for the last 20. years; and, in:the end, we 
boast, that we have. saved ourselves ! We 
have not, however, saved our/purses. There, 
in that tender part,. we have..to.smart for 
the rest of our lives, and to hand down the 
smart to our children, Tax-gatherers yet 
unborn will cover the land in consequence 
of this war, the apparent result of whichis 
such matter of bragging. 





CouNTER-REVOLUTION. IN HoLLanp,— 
It is laughable enough to read the accounts 
of the expressions of joy. in Holland, at the 
restoration of the House of Orange. All 
now is dove of the dear. House. of Orange; 
so that one cannot help wondering how the 
Dutch ever came to part with. that dearly 
heloved house! —But why so eager to send 
an English army thither at: this moment ? 
If such be the disposition of the Dutch, 
why notJeave.the affair to themselves? Is 
the présence of an English army necessary 
to confirm the loyal and. generous Dutch in 


their good intentions?——All our gallant: 


yoblesse are, 1: see, volunteering ito go to 
Holland! Up with the Orange-cockadet— 
Well, and whavof ‘all this? | Why all this 
hombastical work, if the counter-revolu- 
tion has really takem place ?.». To:'be sure, 
the expedition will not be:less, likely to 
succeed, hecause the French army is out of 
the + .There is no danger now, I 
take, it, of a repetition of what happened 
at the Helder.+——The. .Datch will, .in 
likelihood, return. to a state somewhat re | 
sembling that in which they were before the 
French revolution.: :Measures will, I dare’ 
say, be taken to prevent any: untasiness to 
the House of Orange again. But, = 





Holland, in spite of us, must and will be 
cohnected with: Franed ; for, “without that, 
the Dutch know; that they’would be wholly 
at thevmercy :of ‘theimrivals in trade,—_ 
Holland, too,:wilbhave paid her debt, We 
alone shall ‘remain seater with enormous 
debts ;:and, ‘does theoreader believe, that 
any onerwill pay the’ interest’ of them, if 
he! caw avoid it? The ‘Dutch, like ali 
| the other conquered people, will, no’douht, 
| profess great joy at the return of ‘their old 
| masters; but, ‘mind, ‘so they did at the ar- 
, rival.of the French! From what they say, 
or what they do, we cannot judge of their 
i sentiments. They submitted to force before, 
| and:so they do now. * “They are on the side 
oft the strongest, as such a people always 
will... The last time an English ‘ariny was 
in Holland, it was detested by the people 
of that country, who even destroyed their 
provisions rather than se// them to our peo- 
ple. Now, I suppose, we shall be re- 
ceived with open arms. 





» Revicion.—I have inserted below ano- 
ther letter from ‘* Osstrvator,”’ and two in 
answer to my correspondent, ** A Cuurcie 
Maw,’ at Oxford; or rather, these two contain 
censures on that ** ardent-minded” writer, 
and on me for adnrittmg his letter. —I 
must confess, that IF thought his zeal car- 
ried him. a little too-far, and that he ap- 
peared to handle my former correspondents 
rather’ roughly’; ‘but, I: excused ‘him on 
account of his zeal for the Church ; and am 
net now convinced, by any means, that he 
deserved all: the censure ‘conferred on him 
by: these’ two writers. However, | 
clearly perceive; that“it is’ intpossibte’ for 
me to please ‘ali parties; and that, unless 
I-mean to'be ‘burnt between them, 1 must 
withdraw ‘niyself froartiie-eontfoversy, and 
refer the combatants’ to’ sore ‘other more 
capacious ‘chaiiuel.—_—-Butj’ though [do 
not think it) riglit to“make my Register 2 
vehicle for ‘such angry'effusions, I shail cer- 
tainly:avail: myself of it'to'endeavour, by 2 
plain and “humble statement of nity own dil 
ficulties, to obtain such inforimation'as may 
be uséfuli*to'myself and v6’ the doitiestic 
ciecle, whom it'is my indispénsable duty (0 
instructi++—-The ‘truth is ‘(and [ anr not 
ashamed to ‘avow ” yithat the reading of 
Ecce Home; which Ihave‘performed with 
great carey has given tise to difficulties in my 
mind. There are partsof that work, which, 
F confess; am quite inable to answer; 
whieh, nevertheless, I nnust'sée answered be- 
fore ny mind can be settled-upon the subject. 
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the difficulties which 1 experience, in the 
hope that some’one will clear them up for 
me. We are apretty large family here ; 
and, itis of importance that we should 
think rightly mpon a’ matter of such vast 
consequence: The’same difficulties that 
occur to me, Will, inall human probability, 
occur to others’; and; ‘therefore, the solu- 
tion given to me will serve for the public, 
and will, I'should hope, tend to the pro- 
ducing of great benefit to the nation at large, 
——It is very certain, that, where there 
are so many ‘sects, all calling themselves 
Christians, and all differing from one an- 
other, some of them must be we error. 
They cannet all be right. Some of them 
must be teachers of falsehood. And, from 
the teaching of falsehood, surely, no guod 
can possibly arise. It shall be my ub- 
ject to elicit the frath, as far as my in- 
quiries go. I wili state the causes of my 
doubts; and, if I receive no satisfactory. 
answer, the fault is not mine. Tt is not 
enough to tell me, that I am to have no 
difficulties because none appear to have 
heen entertained by many great and wise 
men, For, there are other men of the 
same description, who have had difficulties. 
——In short, there is no general argument 
against numerous particular facts and ar- 
guments differing widely in their purport 
and in the conelasions, at which they aim, 
For this reason, for my own satisfuc- 
tion, and for the public good, I shall, with 
becoming modesty, I hope, state to the 

















Head of our Church the religious difficulties 


which have been excited in nny mind. | 
Wu. COBBETT. | 


Botley, 30th Nov. 1813. 





MORALITY. 

Mr. Cobbetts—i shall now, as I in- 
tended before my attention was drawu from 
the subject by Mr. Fordham, proceed to 
illustrate my secoud proposition, that the 
beneficial tendency of the heathen morality 
will \appear, at least, equal.to the Chiris- 
tiany from a compurison of the~lives ‘and 
character of those who ‘lived under their 
respective influence. In -disenssing this 
pointy I have considered it of some tu nore | 
atice to:be particular inthe choice of iny 
authorities, asi was ‘aware, that to avail 
myself ahogether of testimunies inimical to 
Christianity, might expose me to the charge 
of partiality, which, in treating of a subject. 
of this’ nature; ought most carefully to be 
avoided. Jt) appeared to me’ also of im- 
portance, if I could show,’ tipom the autho- 
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rity of those who wrote in defence of reli- 
gion, that the influence of the morality of 
the ancients was such as, in my opinion, 
gives it a decided preference over theologi- 
eal morality. It will be seen, by my sub- 
sequent remarks, how far I have conform; 
ed to this mode of illustration. —I shall be- 
gin with the character of the heathen ; and 
the first testimony which I shall notice, is 
that of the learned Abbé Fleury, who, of 
all men, was the last that could be sus- 
pected of entertaining a prejudice in favour 
of the ancients; and whose works, I find, 
are referred to as high authority by all our 
ecclesiastical historians. In that author’s 
‘© Historical Account of the Manners and 
Behaviour of the Christians ;’’ he states, 
that ** there was no. provision made by the 
heathens for the instruction of the common 
people in matters of religion: they had 
only the lectures of their philosophers, who 
read to them the precepts of morality, but 
never meddled with the proper offices of 
religion.”’ The same fact is mentioned by 
Origen (contra Celsus). Diogenus Laertus 
speaks of the school of Epicurus, which, 
he says, ** subsisted for a very loug period.” 
Lactantius informs us, in his Divine Insti- 
tutions, that the Epicurean philosophy ‘* was 
publicly taught in, and mostly followed at, 
Athens during many centuries.”—The be- 
weficial effects of these lectures, which pre- 
sented morality as a science of life, uncon- 
nected with the belief of any religious dog- 
ma, could not fail to be very conspicuous 
in the conduct of those who were accustom- 
edto lear it. ** There were among them,” 
adds Fleury, *‘ many who did in good. 
eurnest, and with the utmost powérs of 
their reason, seek after the means of be- 
coming happy; who seriously laboured ta 
come to the knowledge of the truth; who, 
hon-stly applied themselves to the practice 
of virthe according to the best of their 
knowledge ;'and who, to pursue this,study, , 
renounced all other interests. and engage- , 
ments —sparing neither cost vor labour, nor 
travels, tw attain fo the knowledze of these 
things which they accounted tlie \nost ex- , 
ceHent.”—The exeinplary lives also of its, 
teachers, Must have been a powerlul stimun 
lant’ to the practice of virtue. The world, 
is represented ‘by Fleury, to have been, 
‘* full of philosophers,” ‘who not only, 
taught but practised virtue ; who had, for 
may agés, been in great reputation; who | 
made it their business to reform mankind ;_ 
and ‘who suffered persecution on that ac-— 
count. —D. Laertius says, ‘* that Epicurus 
was in incredible favor, and that his coun-~ 
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try caused statues to be erected to him,”’ 
Cicéro also, who appears to. ye been an 
enemy to'the opinions of the Epicureans, is 
full of ‘the probity of Epicurus and his dis- 
ciples.” who’ were remarkable for their 
fiiendship to each other. Hume says, 
‘¢'Probity and honour were no strangers to 
eae and his sect.’’—The same author, 
peaking of ‘several of the ancients, asks, 
é¢ Who adimires vot, Socrates ; his perpe- 
tial Serenity and, contentment amidst the 
sreatest poverty and domestic vexations ; 
fia resolute contempt’ of riches, and mag- 
naiimous care of preserving liberty, while 
he refused ‘all assistance from his friends 
and ‘discipl¢s, ‘and avoided even the de- 
peridence of an obligation? Epictetus 
had not 80 much as a door to his little house 
or hdvel; and, ‘therefore, soon lost his 
iron lamp, the only furniture which he had 
worth’ taking. © In antiquity (continues 
Huine) ‘the heroes of philosophy, as, well 
ds those of war and patriotism, havea gran- 
déur and force of sentiment, which asto- 
nishes our narrow souls, and js rashly re- 
jected as extravagant ‘and supernatural .”’— 
Under the ‘tuition of such ‘masters, whose 
bright'examples gave additional weight and 
listre to the précepts which they inculcated, 
it’ was inypossible not to find virtuous citi- 
zens. The Greeks and Romans, who lived 
under these ‘fortunate circumstances, are 
accordingly described by Fleury, as hay- 
ing been’ possessed of ‘* dispositions and 
tendencies towards virtue, such as gravity, 
patience, “obligingness in conversation, 
complaisance, cheerfulness, esteem, affec- 
tion, with a true sense of decency and de- 
cotum,’ of which they were complete mas- 
ters.” They were likewise particularly 
remarkable. for ‘their hospitality, which 
«¢ grew to’ prescription in families ; it was 
the principal cement of Iriendship and cor- 
respondence between the cities of Greece 
aid ‘Italy, and afterwards spread over the 
whole Roman empire. Nay, so sacred 
was this practice of hospitality, that they 
made it a part of their religion : Jupiter, 
sdid they, presided’ over the affair—both 
tlie “persons entertained, and the table at 
which they ¢at, were ‘counted sacred.” — 
PJitarch’ and ‘others mention that the hea- 
thers “erécted “téniples to “honour, _ piety, 
hope, chastity, peace, and all the virtues. 
We have even the concession of St. Augus- 
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‘POLITICAL REGISTER.—-Moralilg. (720 


~ 


their dealings, abborted fraud. and. avarice. 
In a word, observed.a/i the, laws and rules 
of civil society.”’->To this may, be added 
what Dr. Staphope, the translator of Epic. 
tetus’s Morals, . says of the Stoies : ‘* They 
are most deservedly admired, for.their no. 
ble nations of virtue above anyother sect, 
and the brave, attempts they,have made 
towards. reducing nature to its primitive 
purity, and, perfection,’ | \But.morality was 
not confined to.,the, Greeks and, Romans, 
Of the Germans, Ileury has this testimony, 
that. ‘* they wene naturally.great, observers 
of common. equity,; generously plain. and 
open hearted, chaste, despisers of pleasure 
and sensual gratification,, lovers. of, justice, 
hospitality, and, alms-giviug,”’ So ad. 
mirable were.the heathen virtues esteemed, 
in the early periods of the Christian church, 
that many of the fathers and martyrs ob- 
tained additional ,respecty);ia consequence of 
‘its being supposed. that they; imitated them, 
** The er of the Roman spirit,” says 
F. leury, ‘¢ appears ini many of, the glorious 
martyrs, as St, Laurence, St., Vincent, St, 
Sebastian ; and jn,.many gneat bishops, as 
St., Cyprian, St,,Ambroge,, St, Leo, .&e. 
—As for the gravity,of, the, Greek _pliiloso- 
phers, one: may,.see, it in,.the;acts of St. 
Ealysath» St. Pionius,. priest, of Smyrua; 
and in the writings.of St. Justin, and St. 
Clemens A Jexandsinus,’’--IE£ we go farther 
back than either the Greeks, the Rowans, 
or the Germans, we shall, find ,that virtue 
was respected, because it was essential to 
the existence of nations, . The Egyptians, 
who are said to be in possession of memo- 
rials, which prove their country to have 
been once the most civilized and flourishing 
of all ancient states, are thus spoken of by 
Volney: ** Evér open to observation, they 
must first have passed from the savage to 
the social state, and consequently attaintd 
that physical and moral knowledge proper 
to civilized man.”’—The. practical effect of 
this know! 
of the laws of morality, in. its native sim- 
plicity ; and a judicious practice of all that 
is conducive to the preservation of existence, 
to the well-being of the individual and of 
his fellow, creatures,;”°—When this people 
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tion to what occasions the perversion of all 
fanaticism, and deplorable super- 


ree wy 
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acted otherwise,, he attributes their defec- 
morality, namely,,,‘* the introduction. of 
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to the justice or injustice of ‘an ation, they 
uniformly? abstained ‘from it! “Tlie | Bra- 
mins of India; according'to Voltaire, * did 
not limit their duty to justice in regard to 
others : they °were austere “iu regard to 
themselves; their’ principal: duties were, 
silence, abstinence, Contemplation, and a 
renunciation of all pleasures.” ‘The most 
ancient and authenficaccounts of the Chi- 
nese, represent thieni to have always been 
amoral people: possessed of such’a ‘system 
of morality as*that of Confucius, who re- 
commends ‘the practice of all the virtues, 
nothing’ Jess’ could be’ expectéd of them. 
The Ghaldeans ‘and Phoenicians held it to 
be their ** duty to respéct their fathers and 
mothers; atid that perjury, calumny, and 
murder, were'detestable crimes.”” In short, 
from ‘the*history of every aricient state, it 
appears, that the ‘principles of ‘morality 
were, ‘more or’ less,‘ practically ‘realized 
amongst’ their inhabitants. In’ what light 
then can those writings be considered which 
represent ‘the ** whole world,” prior to the. 
Ghristian’ era,’ as ‘* lying in’ a state of 
wickedness ?”** It is by detraction that de-, 
signing “and Wnprincipled ‘men, in‘all ages, 
have endeavoured to establishi the reign of 
Supetstition $° it~ can ‘admit of no rival, 
Necessary, therefore, it was to the success 
of the first propagators of the new doctrine, 
that they should attempt to depreciate the 
morality of the age, and ‘declaim” against 
vices, real or supposed, with_an—ardour 
corresponding to the object they had in 
view. It is not’ pretended that there were 
no vicious or unprincipled men‘in the world 
at this period ; -but* when the very ‘nume- 
rous’ and’ respectable ‘testimonies’ which 1 
havequoted, “aré’ Eindidly considered; it 
must, J think, be acknowledged, that the 
language‘made usé of “eighteen hundred 
yeat’s ‘ago; ‘to depict the then and previous 
aspect ‘of ‘the world, was not warranted by 
the real state of facts: - It seems, indeed, 
impossible'to do justice to these authorities, , 
without entertaining’ a very exaltéd opinion 
of the moral precepts of the ancients, and 
being; at the same tinie, ‘fully persuaded, 
that avery great majority of the inhabitants 
of the earth, were then conscientiously en- 
gaged: mete 9 Ge ap “of ‘thé’ social ‘duties. 
The beter ir to’ which thi#’ letter has 
extended, compels ‘me to delay the further 
on of- ttis’ subject: —— Yours, 
respectfully; oe" ©) °° OwsERvATOR. © 
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tention, “the letter of A. B,s, inserted: jn 
your Register of the 20th inst; andthe 
obséVations made upon it, by,a Correspon~ 
dent, styling himself @, Churchman, and. 
which form part of his. letter, inserted in 
your Register of the 27th inst., allow.me 
to offer'a few short remarks on this latter 
document.——I_ am at a loss to conceive 
how you, ,Sir, who possess so strong a 
judgment, ‘and to whom it belongs to de-. 
termine what, is worthy, or not, of being 
offered to your readers, could give inser, 
tion fo a letter replete with misrepresenta- 
tions, and betraying so’ much ignorance of, 
the subject it pretends to discyss and de- 
fend. In the first place, the Churchmais. 
charges A.B. with ** the liberty he takes 
with whiole civilized nations and celebrated 
philosophers.” Ir is evident. to. me,. that 
A. B. applies his remarks solely to France 
and her philosophers ; and with how much 








justice we can all appreciate, when we re- 


collect that the following inscription sod 
over the entrance of the Cemeteries : 
“ Death isan eternal sleep.” 


This was done|by the followers of the anti- 
christian philosophers, whom the Church 
man would. fain, protect»:and certainly, 
that nation,.could,not propethy rbe called, 
eulightened,, or,,civilized,...where an» in« 
scription of so horrible a nature was ordcr-) 


ed and permitted to,standy. » I shall confine! 


myself to this instance ef misrepreseutation : 


now for one or two vf ignorance.+—The® 


Churchman; (1 am really serty he should 
have assumed that name),.says,:\¢\Now! 
what does A. B. say? Why, he affirms, 
that-people have been saae who never 
heard, nor, ever could)possibly-hear, of the 
name. of Jesus,, He. does not.simply- assert, 
that the Patriarchs and, Jews, wha lived 


under the law,. were saved without faith in< 


Christ ; but he maintains, that there sere 
many, who lived without the pale of the 


tabernacle, who escaped eternal reproba- 


tion, He even, goes so far as to avow that» 
the Magi, that is, the ancient. magicians, . 
who’ dealt, with the Devil, obtained the. 
kingdom of Heaven, Ke, &e.”’ . In answere 
to this, it suffices to inform the Churchman, 
that Job was out of the pale ol.the rabers< 
uacles.and yet, he is called, ia Holy Writ, « 
a holy man, , The ,Magi,svere-siov necro~ 
mancers, «S the Churchman ignorant! y bee 
lieves ; rst, were the, kings of the: east, | 
who were, led by she wirodees 
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their God. I have the happiness, Sir, 
to belong to the most numerous and ancient 
religion of Christians. That religion teach- 
es me, that children who die without bap- 
tism, and who, of course, are not Chris- 
tians, are not to be looked upon as con- 
demned to eternal damnation, It also 
forbids me to pronounce upon the fate of 
those who never had the means of knowing 
Christ and the holy mystery of Redemp- 
tion. Certainly, Sir, God, whose essence 
is justice ‘and mercy, may, I hope (without 
impiety), be expected not to condemn to 
eternal punishment, those of his creatures 
who never knew Christ, because they never 
could know him; but fulfilled to the ut- 
most of their power the duties of social 
life, and of the religion of nature. As I 
am not a divine, 1 hope, Sir, this opiuion 
will be received with indulgence, even by 
the Churchman.——1I avail myself of this 
opportunity, to return my sincere acknow- 
ledgments to A. B. for the edification [ 
have derived from his honest and manly 
defence of our faith.—Allow me, Sir, 
also, without intending, however, to give 
you the least offence, to declare it to you, 
as my candid opinion, that your inserting 
the letter, signed by 4 Churchman, and 
dated from Oxford, is calculated, to say 
the least of it, to.show how far, although 
the declared champion of the doctrines of 
the church, you can carry your impartiality. 
——-I am, with great esteem, Sir, your 
obedient humble servant, A. B.G. 

Pentonville, 30th Nov. 1813. 
W. Cobbell, Esq. 











Answer TO CHURCHMAN, 
Str,—The furor (te use his own expres- 
sion, in deference.to classical: locality, he 
being an Oxford man) with which your 
Correspondent, a Churchman, attacks, a- 
mongst others, your friend A. B. in a wild 
farrago of his in last Saturday’s Register, 


disgraces that paper.+~—— Did the nature of 


such correspondence admit of the thought, 
it would seem that the effervescence with 
which the Churchman was seized, and to 
which he ran so hastily to give vent, had 
been set in motion by Soaee Witiée personal 
animosity; and that the rhapsody which he 
so-eagerly:breathes forth, at the expeuse 
both of his head and his heart, was a ve- 
hiele expressly designed to conv 
of his resentment tothe blackest of enemies: 
——For my own part, I cannot sufficiently 
express my 
ent Ay By He has; ‘to’ 
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figuratively, 
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the gall’ 


admiration-of your Correspond- 
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picked out a little assortment of pearls; and 
however (allowing this to be the case) irre. 
gularly he may have strung them, their 
value and purity are most conspicuous, 
This is clear, however.concise,. in his 
happy and appropriate scriptural allusions, 
as well as in the whole of his excellent epi- 
tome in miniature, if I may thus express it, 
upon the subject of the divine economy in 
revealed and natural religion ;. touching, as 
he does, briefly, but most truly and justly, 
upon redemption, justification, and salva- 
tion. And most unhappily, indeed, must 
that heart be placed who woudd resist or 
gainsay any thing that A. B. has so energe- 
tically expressed in this little summary, 
But the Churchman, except he step 
forward and make A.B. and your paper, 
too, Sir, az amende honorable, must indeed 
‘* hide his diminished head,’’ Now, I 
must myself turu to A. B., and inform him, 
that the only blame I attach to him is, his 
having disqualified his highly .to be re- 
spected effusion with doubts of fitness * to 
** meet the public eye,’’ as the Churchman 
malignly expresses it. I likewise blame 
Mr. Cobbett, whose judgmen@is certainly 
of the first stamp, in allowing this diffident 
clause of his friend’s letter to have been 
thus unnecessarily inserted, I remain, 
Sir, your sincere servant, Kc. 

















B. W. 
Wm. Cobbelt, Esq. 





ECCE HOMO. 

Mr. Cossett,—Far be it from me 
triumph over a fallen enemy. But as that 
enemy, like some of our modern warriors, 
not only refuses to acknowledge he is beaten, 
but pretends, though driven from the field, 
that he has been victorious, it occurs to me 
that he ought not thus to be allowed to tr- 
umph withimpunity. It was not Obser- 
vater that called Mr.Fordham into acyou: 
it was himself that volunteered in the con- 


flict. My object was Mr. Elton ; but that’ 


gentleman having, after the perusal of my 
first letter, prudently declined the contest, 
I unexpectedly found the gauntlet taken up 
by the redoubtable Mr. Fordham, who 
seems to have been sufficiently persuaded, 
that it was enly necessary for him to grasP 
the pen, and by one bold effort, lay the 

my | | , Lt nowhere 
appears to have entered the noddle of this 
valorous chieftain, that it was possible he 
might first become the vanquished foe- 
This ill-timed confidence. in his ow® 
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to acknowledge himself defeated, and for 
the pitiful evasion by which he has attempt- 
éd to justify his declining further discussion. 
In your last Register you very clearly ex- 
posed the absurdity of the reason which 
Mr. F. assigned for dropping the corre- 
spondence : this renders it unnecessary for 
me to enter on that topic... As to the 
offence which he has ‘taken at some of my 
expressions, I really thought he had more 
penetration than to have allowed so favor- 
able an opportunity to be lost, which this 
circumstance gave him, of practically de- 
monstrating the superiority of the morality 
which he advocates, over that of the lhea- 
then. One of the fundamental maxims of 
Christianity teaches its votaries ** not to 
return railing for railing,’’ but to ‘* bless 
“those that curse them, and do good to 
“those that  despitefully use them, and 
*‘ persecute thém,”” But much as Mr, 
Fordham admires the theory of the evange- 
lical morality, the. practice of it was not 
at all congenial with his feelings ; for, in- 
stead of blessing me for what he considered 
my harsh language, he expresses a wish 
that you, Mr. Cobbett, may rail at, and 
censure me. Jn fact, this testy gentleman, 
like the generality of Christians, leaves the 
morality of which he so much boasts, to be 
practised by the enemies of his religion, 
while he assumes the right of ‘dealing dam- 
nation round the land,”’ arid, of loading every, 
oné with abuse who presumes to question. 
the correctness of his opinions, He thought 
it no violation of the precepts of his master, 
to denounce the author of Ecce Homo ‘‘a 
brute,” and “ 3 madman,” and to hold 
Kim up as déstitute of ** justicé and inte- 
grity ;” neither did he hesitate to regard 
me as an ‘** impudent quack,” and to treat 
thy propasitions, which he could not refute, 
with scorn and fidicule. This may be fis. 
way of illustrating the passive and forgiv- 
ing spititof Christianity ; but I must be 
pardoned for thinking, that no man, be-his, 
profession of religion what it may, ought 
be ausweréd ** ‘in’ sentences of horrid 
words,”* when he make$ use of such lan- 
guage. To ‘call ‘it. the effect’.of “holy 
itenzy,” ‘appeared. to me the unvst charita- | 
ble’ dnd unexéeptionable way of. treating 
sti¢h “conduct. Having thought it pro- 
per 1o-adVance thus ‘much on the behaviour. 
ot iit. Foratinin, Sew oy for' me tooffer 
a lew remarks on what he has sajd respecting 
Ecce Homes fatederibee ike, Me 
I do nptwisheitito be understood that it is 


my intention to justify the author of that. w 
in ali that he has written, pe Fs es 
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and wanton manner with which he treats | 
opinions that are now-a-days held sacred in M4 
consequence of their antiquity, Such, in- | 
deed, is his temerity ; such his disregard fa 
for every thing esteemed holy, that he dis- if 
cusses these topics with a freedom never "| 
before used in matters of religion, and in 
which I have no désire to imitate him.—~ 
His attack, in particular, upon the clergy, i 
exceeds all bounds, and cannot be vindi- ) 
cated by any man that entertains the least | 
respect for that body, or any regard for his | 
own personal safety, It is only the passa- 
ges referred to by Mr. Fordham, which, | 
he says, afford complete proof of the false- 
hood of this writer’s statements, that L 
mean to examine. The first of these is the 
one which respects the miracle at Cana, i 
of turning water into wine, and upon which i 
the author of Ecce Homo has the follow- 
ing remark :—*' perhaps indeed this mi- | 
racle was witnessed by the steward alone, i) 
with whom it is not impossible Jesus had 
secret intelligence.’’—In the account given 
of this affair in the New Testament, it is, 
said, that the miracle was performed in Ht 


presence of several servants, and,-in noe, of 
ticing the transaction, our author has, va 
striclly adhered to that account. He ap- 
peats indeed to have supposed that there ! 
might have heen collusion in the business; te 


but then he only brings forward this as a il 
surmise ; he no where asserts it as, @ facl; | 


and that his meaning might not be mista- 1 
ken, he uses the word ** perhaps’’ in pre- ri. 
ference to any other. Obvious, however, Hi 


as the author’s intention must appear to Th 
every unprejudiced mind, Mr. Fordham it 
was determined not to understand him; 1 
and, by a mode of construction péculiar to, et 
himself, and which, I conceived, justified i 
ine in considering him perverted in intel-. 
lect, he has discovered a, positive declara- 
tion in what, I am persuaded, no man in’ 
his serises will find more than a.mere con-, 
jeécture : yet it is upon this sort of evidence, 
that Mr. F. founds his charge, against | 
Ecce Homo, of falsehood—of being full of 
falsehoods—of the book being ** perfectly. 
infatnous.’’——- Whether the author of that 
work was justified in conjecluring matters. 
in the way he has doné, is 4 question which 
I'shall not pretend to decide. Such as are. 
inclined to crate ip discussion of this , 
point,’ will find’ the reasons which he ag- 
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convinced of the divine power, of Jesus, 
They remark, that in the operation he em- 
ployed water in order to make his wine; a 
circumstance which may give room to. sus- 
pect that he made only a composition, of 
which he, like many others, might have 
the secret. There was, in fact, no more 
power necessary to create wine, and fll the 
pitchers without putting water into them, 
than to make an actual transmutation of 
water into wine. At least, by acting in 
this inanuer, he would have removed the 
suspicion of having made only a mixture.”’ 
p. 84. From the able manner in which 
you refuted Mr, Fordhatn’s charge as to the 
* abominable propensity,” said to have 
been imputed by Ecce Homo. to Jesus 
Christ, [think it only necessary to say upon 
that point, that Mr. F’s proposition con- 
tains in itself a. complete refutation of the 
charge ; for | defy him to produce one in- 
stance where ** the unnatural propensity’’ 
and an ‘* inordinate affection for the fair 
sex’’ ever predominated in the same indi- 
vidual. He will, no doubt, say, that he 
never intended to advance such an absur- 
dity. Neither will I hold the author of 
Ecce Homo, any more than Mr.,Fordham, 
to be so stupid as to confound the indul- 
gence of two passions so very opposite. 
Mr. Fordham’s remaining charge against 
Ecce Homo is ‘couched in the following 
words: ** He represents Jesus as a /ibidi- 
nous and debauched characier, without pro- 
ducing a single fact, or even the shadow of 
a fact.” By this statement it is evident, 
that Mr. F. wished it to be believed that 
the author of Ecce Homo represented Jesus 
to be a perfect libertine. For my part, 
however, I see no reason for holding such 
an opinion—It may be said of many a man, 
perhaps of Mr. Fordham ‘himself, in the 
precise words of Ecce Homo, that he en- 
tertains a ** weakness for the fair sex,’’ or 
that ‘* the ladies are his foible.”” But were 
I to go so far as to infer, from this circum- 
stance, that he was a ** libidinous and de- 
bauched character,” I am certain he would 
be the first to complain of the unwarranta- 
ble liberty which I had taken: he might 
answer me, that as well may I consider him 
a drunkard because he sometimes indulges 
in 4 glass of wine, or as deserving hell-hre 
for an occasional slip of the tongue, because 
the’ scriptures denounce that punishment 
upon all swéarers and upon ali liars. The 
author of Ecce Homo appears to have’ form- 
ed fils’ notions of Christ’s moral character 





upon thé dnuliguated ‘and exploded maxim, 
tht,“ **°d man is knoWi by the company he 








keeps.” In the New Testament, Jesus is 
said to have associated with publicans and 
sinners ; with toll-bar keepers and tax-ga- 
therers, who were then the offscourings of 
society ; and to have constantly had a num- 
ber of women following him, several of 
whom had previously led very debauched 
lives. In Matthew’s gospel we are in- 
ormed that Jesus ** took our infirmities, 
and bore our griefs.’’ A similar expression 
is used in the epistle to the Hebrews, where 
it is added, that he ** was in all point; 
tempted like unto us.” I wonder much 
Mr. Fordham did not endeavour to refute 
(which he could easily have attempted) the 
inference drawn from these passages unfa- 
vourable to Christ, by referring to the an- 
cient moralists, against whom it is never 
objected that they kept improper company, 
though it must be evident, that they had 
the same propensities as other men. But 
perhaps Mr. F; thought that this mode of 
refutation might prove fatal to the opinions 
held by the Unitarians, of which he isa 
staunch supporter. They deny the divine 
nature of Jesus ; they assert that he was a 
mere man ; and that he cameinto the world 
through the same carnal means by which 
other children are propagated. It may suit 
the views of people who hold such opinions, 
and who at the same time wish to be con- 
sidered Christians, to profess great regard 
for the’ purify of Christ’s character; but 
they must not reason upon this, because they 
are perfectly aware that, by stripping him 
of those attributes by which alone he could 
resist the powerful temptations of the flesh, 
they expose him to all the attacks which 
Ecce Homo, and other unchristian writers 
aré in the constant practice of making 
against Christ. It is indeed ridiculous to 
hear the Unitarians talking, and that loud- 
ly too, about the “‘* dishonesty” of the 
writer of Ecce Homo, Among all his 
faults, and they are not a few, he cannot 
be charged with dealing in half measures; 
while his opponents, who pretend to be the 
only true believers, and are unceasing]) 
clamouring about the want of toleration, 
have not only ‘sapped the very foundations 
of Christianity, but would be the most 12- 
tolerant of ali sectarians, if they possess 
the same powers which the legislature ha 
thought proper to confer on the established 


church. 
_ Your's, respectiully, 
| \OpsarvaTor. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
AMERICAN WAR. 
(Continued from page 704.) 
tidings of our squadron under Sir James 
Yeo, since its sailing from hence on the 
3st ultimo. I have the honour to be, 
Ke. Geonrce Prevost. 

Earl Bathurst, Sc. &c. be. 





Head-Quarlers, Kingston, Upper 

Canada, August 8, 1813. 
My Lord,—Referring to my dispatch of 
the Ist instant, wherein I had the honour 
of acquainting your Lordship that I had 
thought it expedient to relieve Upper Ca- 
nada from the pressure of the war, and to 


call the enemy’s attention to the defence of 
] that left the province on the 29th July, on 


their own settlements on Lake Champlain, 
by enploying such naval officers and sea- 
men, as circumstances would permit me to 
obtain from Quebec, to man our gun-boats, 
and the'captured American vessels, for the 
purpose of co-operating with a small but 
chosen body of troops, in various demon- 
strations on that sheet of water. I have 
now the satisfaction of transmitting here- 
with to your Lordship, for the information 
of his’ Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
the copy of a letter [ have just received from 
Major-General Sir R. H. Sheaffe, com-’ 
manding in the Montreal district, convey- 
ing the official report of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Murray, detailing the operations of the 
combined movements which took place on 
the 29th July; and I also annex the copy 
of another, which I have received’ from 
Captain Everard, of the Royal Navy, to 
whose prompt, zealous, and able ‘assist- 
ance, I feel highly indebted.——The ob- 
jects of this service have been fully acconi- 
plished, by the total destruction of allthe 








| enemy’s arsenals, block-houses, barracks, 


and stores of every description’ at’ Platts- 
burgh, Swanton, and Champlain’ Town, 
and the extensive barracks at Saranac, ca- 


_ pable of containing four thousand men, 
| have been burnt; all naval, ordnance, and 


other stores, on the west side of the Lake; 
have been destroyed or cartied away.—— 
This important service has been performed’ 
with a degree of promptness and regularity 
highly honourable to the officers directing’ 
the-expedition,’and without sustaining any’ 
loss, —— I have, Ke, a 
© « (Signed) --  Geornce Patvost. 

Earl Bathurst; Gc. &c. Sc. ' 


- 455 “Montreal, August 6, 1813. 
Sirol have the honour of transmitting 
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to your Excellency, the reports of the Na- 
val and Military Commanders of the force 
employed on the expedition to Lake Cham- 
plain, undertaken’ in obedience to your di- 
rections. —— Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, 
with the troops, and two of the gun-boats, 
returned on the 3d instant to Isle aux Noix, 
and the vessels arrived there yesterday, 
The service on which they were sent, has 
been effected in a manner which reflects 
great credit on the Commanders, and on 
those who acted under them, 

(Signed) R.H. Satarre, Maj.-Geu. ke: 
His Excellency Sir George Prevost, 

Bart. Gc. &c. Ge. 


Isle aux Noix, August 3, 1813, 
Sir,—The land forces of the expedition 


an enterprise on Lake Champlain, return- 
ed this day, after having fully accomplish- 
ed the objects proposed, and having car- 
ried every order into “execution. The 





fenemy’s arsenal, block-house, commissa- 
‘ty’s buildings, and stores at the position of 


Plattsburg, together with the ‘extensive 


barracks of Saranac, capable of containing 


four thousand troops, were destroyed’; some” 
stores were brought off, particularly a quan- 


tity of ‘naval’ stores, shot, atid equipments 


for a large nuinber ‘of *batteaux.” “ The’ bar- © 


racks and stores at the position of Swanton, 
on Missiquoi Bay, together with several 
batteaux” at ‘the landing-place, were dé- 
stroyed. A detachment has’ been’ ‘sent 
to destroy the public buildings, barracks 
block-houses, &c. at Champlain Town, 
Every assistance’ was rendered by the co- 
operation of Captains Everard and Pring, 
Royal Navy, commanding his Majesty’s 
sloops of war Broke and Shannon. I 
experienced very great benefit from the mi- 
litary knowledge of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Williams, 13th regiment (second in com- 
mand). “I have 'to report, in the highest 
terms of approbation, ‘the discipline, regu- 
larity, and cheerful ‘conduct of the whole 
of the troops; ‘and feel fully confident, that 








‘had an opportunity offered, their courage 


would have been equally conspicuous, 





General” Hampton has concentrated the 


whole of the regular ‘forces in the viciniiy 


‘of Lake’ Champlain, ‘at’ Burlington, frony 
the best information, said to be about four’ | 
thousand ‘five hundred regular troops, and’ 





a large body of militia ——The militia 
force assembled for the defence of Plaits- 


burgh, ‘disbanded on’ the appearance of the © 
armament. The naval part of the expedi- ~ 
Lake, “For any ~ 


tion is still cruizing on 
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further information, I beg leave to refer 
you to your Aid-de-Camp, Captain Loring, 
the bearer of this dispatch. I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Murray, Lieut.-Col. 
To Major-General Sir R. HH. 
Sheafe, Bart. Gc. oc. oe. 





Isle aux Noix, August 4, 1813. 
Sir,—Relerring to my letter of yester- 
day, I have now the honour to enclose the 
report of ‘Captain Eliott, Deputy Assistant 
uarter-Master-General, stating his having 


completed the service he was detached upon. . 


I take this opportunity of expressing the 
very great benefit I derived from the judi- 
cious and zealous conduct of Captain Eliott, 
in the execution of the arduous duties of 
Deputy Asaistant-Quarter-Master-General 
to the expedition. Ihaye, &c. 

(Signed) J. Murray, Lieut,-Col. 
Vajor-General Sir R. Sheaffe, 

Bart. G¢. Gc. we. 





Isle aux Noix, Aug. 4, 1813. 

‘Sir,—Agreeable to your orders commus 
nicated to me yesterday, I landed with a 
detachment of the 100th regiment under 
my command, and proceeded to Champlain 
Town, where we burnt two block-houses, 
and destroyed the commissary’s stores. 
This service was performed without oppo- 


sifion, there being none of the enemy’s |. 


troops at that post, and the inhabitants re- 
maining perfectly quiet.——I have, &c. 
| (Signed ) G. A. Extor, 
Captain, and D. A. Q. Mr.-Gen. 
76 Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, 
commanding. 


His Majesly’s Ship Broke, Lake | 


Champlain, Angust 3, 1813, 
Sir,—Major-General Glasgow has ap- 
prised your Excellency ef my repairing with 
a party of officers and seamen to man the 
sloops and gun-boats at Isle aux Noix, in 
cons¢quence of your letter of the 4th ultimo, 
addressed to,the Senior Officer of his Ma- 
jesty’s ships at Quebec, stating it to be of 
great importance to the public service that 
an attempt should be made to alarm the 
enemy on the Montreal frontier, &c. and 
agreeable to your wish that I should com- 
natintcate any thing interesting that might 
occur, I lave the honour to acquaint you, 
that the object for which the corps under 
the command. of, Lieutenant-Colonel Mur- 
ray had been detached, having been fully 


plished by the destruction of the ene- 


my’s block-house, arsenal, barracks, and 
public store-houses at Plattsburgh, and the 
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troops having been embarked on the 1¢ 
instant to return, there being neither public 
buildings nor store-houses remaining on 
the west side of the Lake beyond Platts. 
burgh, I stood over to Burlington, with 
the Shannon and one gun-boat, to observe 
the state of the enemy’s force there, and to 
afford him an opportunity of deciding the 
naval superiority on the Lake. ~We were 
close in on the forenoon of the 2d, and 
found two sloops of about one hundred tons 
burden, one armed with eleven guns, the 
other thirteen, ready for sea, a third sloop 
(somewhat Jarger), hitting out with guns 
on board, and two-gun schooners laying 
under the protection of ten guns mounted 
on a bank of one hundred feet high, with- 
out a breastwork, two scows mounting one 
gun each, as floating batteries, and several 
field-pieces on the shore. Having captured 
and destroyed four vessels, without any at- 
tempt on the part of the enemy’s armed 
vessels to prevent it, and seeing no prospect 
of inducing him to quit his posjtion, where 
it was impossible for us to attack him, I 
am now returning to execute my original 
orders. I have the honour to be, kc, 
(Signed) Tuos. Everarp, Gommander 
of his Majesty’s Sloop Wasp. 
Lieulenant-General Sir Geo, Prevost, 
Bart, &c. bt. Gee 








Foreign Office, Octs 15, 1813. 
Dispatches, of which the following are co- 
pies, have been received .by Viscount 
Castlereagh, His Majesty’s Principal Se- 
cretary of State for Foreign Affairs, from 
Lieutenant-General the Honourable Sir 
Charles Stewart, K. B,. His; Majesty's 
Envoy Extraordinary and , Minister Ple- 

|, upotentiary to the King of Prussia.’ 

+ Prague, Sepl. 17,1813, 
My Lord,—Although nojhing very mate- 
rial has occurred in this. quarter since my 
last dispatches, I take adyantage.of .an op- 
portunity that offers to state to, your Lord- 
ship a few particulars that may be interest- 
ing.——On the, 13th, Gen, Count, Bubna, 
who now commands the Ausirian, corps 
lately under General: Neipperg,, which bas 
been much reinforced, entered, Neustadt 





| and. Neukirchen. and came into, close com 


minication with General Blucher, who had 
-his head-quarters at Hermshutty with his 
advanced posts beyond, Bautzen,, the enemy 
having retired to Bishoffswerdex.-——-98 
the Mie in the —- the advances 
posts of the grand army advanced agai” 

the frontiers oy he raed te Peterswalde- 
The rear-guard of the enemy, consisting 
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733) 
two battalions of infantry, a regiment of ca- 
valry, and some guns, were forced from 
Nullendorf by Count Pahlen, commanding 
Count Wittgenstein’s advance, The artil- 
lery of the Allies, and more force, were in 
readiness to follow as soon as the roads could 
be made practicable. The Prussians, under 
General Kleist and Prince Augustus, moved 
io Ebersdorf and Tolsdorff. Buonaparte 
assisted personally at the grand reconnois- 
sance that was made on the 10th: he had 





his heacd-quarters at Leibstadt on the 11th, | g 


and moved forward on the left of the Allies 
to Barenstein, near Altenburg, on the 12th. 
The plan’of the enemy seems to have been 
to have attacked the Allies, if he could do 
so with an evident advantage, if not, to im- 
pede their advance, and by menaces gain 
time either to extricate himself from the 
dangerous predicament in which he stands, 
or'to manoeuvre the Allies out of their po- 
sition. On the 15th, in the morning, 
the enemy continued to retire, and Prince 
Schwartzenberg ordered a general recon- 
noissance on all sides to be made; Count 
Wittgenstein’s and Count Pahlen’s corps 
fell in with the enemy near Peterswalde. 
Four squadrons of Russian cavalry very 
gallantly charged a French column, and 
cut down several hundred men. To give 
your Lordshij some idea of these attacks, 
from a French return which has been found 
of the loss of the 7th regiment of infantry, 
when the Russian cavalry in Count Oster- 
man’s action charged, they had eight hun- 
dred and twenty wounded, and seven hun- 
dred and thirty killed; the residue of fugi- 
lives remaining were six hundred. The 
enetny’s corps in advance, opposed to Count 
Pahlen, consisted of twelve thousand men, 
under General Bonnet; they made a good 
stand near Gotliebe. Six Russian light 
guns did‘great execution, and forced this 
column to feave their ground. The main 
position of the enemy was not attacked. 
——An Austrian corps of seventeen thou- 
sand men, under Count Colloredo, equally 
reconnoitred the enemy on the side of Baren- 
The headquarters 
of the enemy, according to report, were 
now ‘removed to Dippoldswalde.———Gen, 
Thielmati’s partisan corps, which I have 
already mentioned to your Lordship, has 
had considerable successes;;) He took pos- 
session of the town of Weisserifels, which 
Was occupied by infantry and artillery, and 
made a General, forty officers, and near one 
thousand three hundred men_ prisoners. 











~— The Austrian Colonel Mensdorf, an- 
other partisan, took a French courier, be- 
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tween Leipzick and Dresden, charged with ae 
dispatches and letters from the French army 
for Paris, at least five thousand in number. it 

These letters give the most doleful details of ih 
the French army, and of their defeats. 
The whole are to be printed, and are in the lif 
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most desponding style. Of the whole Hi 
corps engaged under Marshal Ney, only Ht 
sixteen thousand men have escaped, ten i 
thousand have arrived at Dresden, under i 
Oudinot, the rest at Wittenberg and Tor- H 
au.——It is also stated, that the new tH 
guards, and particularly the artillery, suf- 
ered dreadfully in the battle by Dresden; 
Generals Vachot and Seibier were killed; | 
and Generals Dumoutier, Dental, Gros, 





Boieldieu, Maison, Veen, and Aubert, se- | 

verely wounded. Reinforcements, a- { 

mounting to sixteen thousand men, have 4 

| reached Erfurt; but they are of a bad qua- 

} ge . 

| lity of troops. On the 15th, in the even- 

‘ing, the enemy brought up more troops 

against Count Pahlen, and as it was not the 

| intention of the Allies to engage in a general H 

| affair in the mountains and defiles of Saxony, i 

| the advanced corps moved back to Nollen- nie 

dorf. The French had two corps d’armée ih 
supporting their advanced corps of twelve t 

_ thousand men.———General Blucher’s last 

accounts were from Bautzen, and his ad- 

' vanced posts at Weiskelurch, within a Ger- 

man mile of Dresden, and he is in close 

communication with the Prince Royal’s 

army. General Kleinau’s corps is at 

| Marienberg. A considerable corps of the 
enemy is at Freyberg, and a corps of their 

cavalry between that and Nossen, I 
have the honour to be, kc. 

(Signed) C. Srewant, Lieut,-Gen. 








— 











Prague, Sept. 19, 1813. 
My Lord,—It appears that the enemy ou 
_ the 16th occupied the mountain and heights 
| in front of Nollendorff, in considerable 
force. They made, in the evening, an at- 
| tempt to turn the right of \the Allies before 
Culm, while they also assailed.the centre 
and feft. Buonaparte seems to have as- 
sisted in person at this affair. Fifteen 
thousand men were detached to turn thie it 
right, eight thousand advanced in front and : 
[on the left : about thirty thousand men and 
eight thousand cavalry in reserye formed the... 
attack on the part of the enemy.——Op, 
the’ 17th, ‘the corps moving on our right, — 
being concealed by an intense fog, and, ad~ — 
vanc¢iog Sanerhahichamatagthad succeed- 

ining our flank before its movement 
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ed in gaining 
was perceived, .While—the 7 
the Russians and Prussians from the village a 
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of Nollendorf by, very, superior force, but | means she had collected for, the defence of 


were kept'in check on the left, General Je- 
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the common. cause. But the Cabinet of 


rome ‘Colloredo, with a corps of Austriais, Vienna, which had adopted the passions of 
fell’ on the enemy’s advanced column,,| the enemies of France, partook also of their 


which had gained our right, and with an 
iutrepidity, steadiness, aiid order that has 
gained “universal adayiration, completely 
defeated it, tooR between two and three 
thotisand prisoners, among whom is the 


General of Division Kreitzer, and many of- 


ficers, and ten guns; our loss may have 
beén about one thousand killed and wound- 
ed. At the time the enemy made their 
attack on the’ céntre, the Prussians were 
about to be relieved by the Russians, which 





| delusions, and nothing could equal its sur- 
| prise, when it was informed. that victor, 
_had crowned our arms at Lutzen—it sen; 
Count de Bubna to Dresden. The. stay o| 
the Austrian Ambassador, which, for the 
moment, kept the Minister for Foreign Af. 
fairs at Paris, prevented him being with 
his Majesty. He confided to the, Duke of 
Vicence the care of hearing Count Bubna, 
and discovering the reasons which had de- 
, termined his mission. The protestations 





occasioned some momentary disorder.. Aj} which the Cabinet of Vienna had so long 
very fine young nian, a son of General Blu-/, used, and which Count.de Bubna renewed, 
cher, Who was distinguishing himself very | respecting the pacific intentions of Austria 


gallantly in re-estabilhsing order, was kill- 
ed. The enemy, repulsed at all points, 
retired into ‘théir ‘position ‘again on. the 
wiountains, otcupying, however, Noilen- 
dorf.' The Allies took up their old ground, 
and exterid across the plain in a semicircu- 
Jar position. ——T he’ continued ‘affairs aad 
skirmishes during the last fortnight have 
cost many men on both sidés; but there 
caty be no doubt of the enemy having suf- 








fered in at léast a double proportion. 
is stated'as a positive Fact, thi Buonaparte 
had‘his horse shiot ‘under him while recon- 
noitting bis the lilll. — I enclose ‘a detailed 
report received froni Colonel Cooke, of the 
affair of the 16th and 17th.——TI have the 
honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Cas. Stew Art, Lt.-Gen. 
‘Then follow a report from Colonel Cooke, 
detailing the same circumstances as men- 
tioned in Sir Charles Stewart’s dispaiches, 
and two Austrian military réports to a si- 
milar effect, dated Toplitz, Sept. 15th and 
17th, ie ot eke te 














Fraencu Documents. | 

{ Continued from page 703.) 
Documents relative to the proceedings of the 
Gabinet of Vienna-in the exercise of the 
Mediation, and at: the ' Congress | at 

Prague. ; er 
France, allied to Austria, made it a point 
of ‘duty to’ communicate to her, with the 
most entire confidence, the details of her 
military dispositions, and of the immense 


oie ~ 


fi 


and its attachment. to the alliance, ill con- 
| cealed the ambition of that Cabinet.—~It 
was evident, that the armaments with which 
it supported its own pretensions, and inde- 
péndent of those of the enemy’s, had fo: 
their object to obtain possession of the Illy- 
‘rian provinces and part of the Duchy of 
‘Warsaw, the establishment of a new Iron- 
lier upon the, Inn, and arrangements, de- 
stfuctive to the confederation of the Rhiue. 

The Emperor proposed. by Count 
‘Babna, the assemblia; th general Con- 
gress. He ‘demanded that,a_.negociator 
should be furnished wath powers.to conchide 
a convention; which would regulate the 
acceptance of the mediation. Count de 
Bubna left Dresden, and proceeded to give 
an account ol his mission. The Emperor 
marched against the Russian and Prussian 
armies, which had halted in their retreat, 
and ‘taken a position at Bautzen. _ However 
great his confidence of victory, he resolved 
to endeavour to prevent a battle; he gave 
the Duke of Vicence powers to propose and 
conclude an armistice.” But the enemies 
chose to try the chances of another baule; 
they were conquered at Wurtzchen.— 
They then made the demand of an Armis- 
tice, darough an Austrian agent who resided 
at the head-quarters of the Combined Ar- 
mies. ° This letter, on the 28th May, found 
the Emperor in Silesia, Inthe powers given 
by the General in Chief Barclay de Tolly, 
to the Russian and Prussian Commissioners, 
to tréat for an.Armistice, he dpenly an- 
nounded that the Armistice should have for 

Bases: (To be continued. / 
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